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mountains forbids any wide departure from the
tradition of that hard and simple living which is
reflected in the Sagas. The clinging illusions of the
past are more potent here under the overpowering
dominion of great and permanent natural forces.
Mixed with a robust appetite for freedom there is a
solemn and loyal reverence for the things which have
been. " When a man is born under one government/*
remarked a Bechuana chief, " how can he be happy
under another ? " The main part of the Norwegian
people agreed with that African sentiment. They
had always lived under kings ; they had been loyal
to very bad kings ; they cherished an affectionate
recollection of the days of Norwegian independence
prior to 1387, when they were ruled by men of their own
race. And so with the enthusiastic assent of their
own famous and subtle dramatist, who has depicted
the psychology of a new Norway very different from
that of the ancient Sagas, the country accepted the
Danish prince and rejoiced in the telegraphic assurance
of President Roosevelt that the throne of Sverri,
Haakon, and Olaf was once more restored.6

The study of history, if it does not make men wise,
is at least calculated to make them sad. In the mere
attrition of experience we lose something of our fresh-
ness and our hope. We see how rough a thing is
government, how easily the convictions of the great
become the bland and soothing make-believes of the
little, and how frail and uncertain is the connexion
between the professions and the practice of politicians.
There are, indeed, times when large and generous ideas
take possession of the air, when the tone rises and the
conduct of public business is illumined by the ray of
some nobler purpose; but such times are rare, and